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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HIS number of the Magazine 

should be read by many priests 
f the Roman Catholic Church. The 
intelligent, upright, men 
imong them have outgrown the doc- 


ionest, 


rines of Rome, but they do not know 
vhat to do, and so they continue to 
ficiate in the Roman Catholic Church 
n a perfunctory manner, some with 
live on 
rom day to day in a philosophic mood 
All are alike 
gnorant of the way of salvation re- 
ealed by Almighty God in the per- 
m of Jesus Christ. 


rroken hearts, while others 


aking life as it comes. 


To the outside 
vorld they may seem contented and 
appy, for such priests have great re- 
ard = for But the 
how 
appy and discontented they are. 


appearances. 
searcher of hearts knows un- 
The Rev. John H. Hennes was a 


riest for fourteen years, and our 
aders can see what his spiritual con- 
tion was. And yet he was one cf 

best priests in the Roman Catholic 
hurch. He was held in the highest 
teem by his ecclesiastical superiors— 
e have in our possession 
that effect- 


d he was loved by his congregation. 


Bishop 


orstmann’s letters to 


it though he had never read Bun- 


yan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress,” in his ef- 
forts to obtain peace for his soul, he 
had the same experience as Hopeful. 
All who heard Mr. Hennes when he 
spoke at the service in Christ’s Mis- 
sion, Sunday evening, June 29, were 
impressed by the sincerity of his tone 
and manner as he related his experi- 
enceand histotal dependence on Jesus 
When other 
priests learn in this manner that with- 


Christ for salvation. 
out sacraments or ceremonies they can 
come to Christ and by faith in Him 
obtain pardon, peace and purity, they 
will rejoice at their escape from the 
bondage of Rome. The power of God 
will break the shackles that bind them 
in the slavery of superstition. Christ 
Jesus will set the captives free. 


Work of Christ’s Mission. 

It is a great privilege to be of serv- 
ice in the name of Christ to a man 
like Mr. Hennes and the many other 
priests who have come to Christ’s Mis- 
sion. We ask our readers to pray for 
the work of the Mission and of this 
“Not 


not unto us, but unto Thy name give 


Magazine. unto us, O Lord, 


glory, for Thy mercy and for Thy 


truth’s sake 
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rish Sympathy for King Edward. 

From the preparations made for 
the coronation of the King of Eng- 
land last month it would seem as if 
all the glory of the world would be 
brought into a focus on that occasion. 


But the coronation did not take place, 


owing to the serious illness of the 
King, which made an operation for 
appendicitis necessary. To the joy 
of all good people everywhere King 
Edward is rapidly 
The 


poned indefinitely. 


regaining his 
strength. coronation is post- 
And so is the dis- 
pensation to the Catholics to eat meat 
on Friday, had 
As announced in the June 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, the 


would 


which — the Pope 


granted. 
Roman 
Ireland 


Catholics in not ac- 


cept the papal dispensation. They 
said the Pope had outraged their feet- 
ings by asking them to make merry 
the 
the Their Ireland 
would continue to be the foe of Kng- 
land. 

But the coronation did not 
take place, and the poor King was 
thought to be at the point of death, 
the kind nature of these Irish Catho- 


lics asserted itself, and they prayed 


when english people would 


glorify King. 


when 


for his recovery. When he was sup- 
posed to be in full health they hurled 
epithets at him, and threatened to 
mark his coronation by fasting and 
mourning ; when he was stricken with 


a serious illness, they were most 


sympathetic. This recalls the picture 
of two “Whiteboys,” or “Fenians,” 


or “Leaguers’” (we forget which), 
behind a 
hedge to shoot the Protestant land- 


lord as he drives past. 


with guns lying in wait 
“He's very 
late, Pat,” said one. “He is indeed, 
Mike,” said the other; “I hope the 
poor man hasn’t met with any acci- 
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dent.” If the Irish could be delivered 
from Rome rule they would be the 
brightest and happiest people in the 
British Empire. 


“Trish” and ‘* Catholic’ Synonymous, 

A brilliant [rishwoman in 
this city, Miss Margaret Blake Robin- 
son, has taken us to task for “slurring 


young 


the Irish’ because we published in 
THE CONVERTED Catno.ic for May 
the declaration of an American wo- 
man that she was ashamed of being 
taken for Irish and Catholic because 
her name was Irish and she had been 
She 


being an American, 


brought up a Roman Catholic. 
was proud of 
though her parents were Irish, and 
she no longer believed in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Hence 
pudiated the term “Trish Catholic.” 
But Miss 


converted Catholic, she is proud of 


she FCc- 


while Robison is also a 
her Irish birth and of the heroes oi 
her country. She names those heroes 
in her letter to us, and every one of 
them, except Daniel O’Connell, was 
a Protestant! By common usage in 
the United States “Irish” and “Cath 
The 


time is coming, however, and it is not 


olic” are synonymous terms. 
far off, when distinctively Irish names 
will not be classed among the Pope’s 


followers in this country. Tens of 


from the 
Miss 
Elder and other Catholic writers— 
scattered all the United 
States, and are enrolled in the mem- 
bership of the Protestant churches 


thousands of converts 


Roman Church—millions, say 


are over 


Many names have been modified or 
transformed, as O’Donnell to Don- 
nell, O’Connor to Connor and Con 
ner, Hennessy to Hanecy, etc. Bros 
nahan is the cognomen of one of th« 
foremost Methodist ministers in Chi 
cago, the Rev. Dr. Brusingham. 















Our critic’s own name is not Irish 
but English, and it is a mystery how 
the Robinsons became Romanists. 
Thank God our esteemed friend has 
returned to the faith of her fathers. 
She is one of the most devoted self- 
sacrificing Protestant missionary 
vorkers in this city, and her ministry 
in the slums of Baxter street and 
Mulberry bend is a work of faith and 
labor of love. Her graphic story of 


such work, “Souls in 


Pawn,” was 


reviewed in this Magazine some time 
igo. 

We had no intention of “slurring 
the Irish,” but we stated facts and we 
epeat, what Miss Robinson herself 
the 
laid at 
If the Irish could be liberated 
rom the papal yoke of bondage and 


recome 


an confirm, that 
and” 


“woes of Ire- 


must be 


the door of 
come. 
free spiritually, England 
ould treat that country as she does 
Scotland. But 


spiritually 


rules 
politically 


while Rome 


Ireland and 


will continue to be “the most dis- 
tressful country that ever yet was 
een.” 


Good Books on Ireland. 


For a thorough understanding of 
the condition of Ireland under Rome 
ule we are indebted to Irish 
Catholic gentlemen whose writings 


have 


two 


made a sensation in England. 
\Ve have freqeuntly referred to Coun- 
llor Michael J. McCarthy's book, 
live Years in Ireland,” in terms of 
raise, and we are happy to announce 
at he has now in press another vol- 
ne, “Priests and People in Ireland,” 
lich brings into stronger light the 
ligious condition of that country. 
\nother Catholic Irishman, Mr. 
rank Hugh O'Donnell, M. A., has 


cently published a volume with the 
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title, “Ruin of Education of Ireland,” 
which with the scholastic 
the Jesuits and shows 
plainly how the priests in Ireland and 
other countries of Europe have suc- 
ceeded in 


deals 
methods of 


keeping the people in 
Mr. O’Donnell, who was 


Irish member of 


ignorance, 
an Parliament and 
one of Mr. Parnell’s devoted friends, 
proves from the the 
Jesuits that it is laudable for Roman 
Catholics, 


writings of 


“a sign of perfection,’ to 
kill heretics. In pp. 173-4 he quotes 
from the most learned Jesuit of the 
present day, 
Lata: ST. 


de 
the canonist and theolo- 
gian of the Gregorian University of 


Father Marianus 


the Vatican, and puts his statements 
in the form of syllogisms as follows: 

A perfect Society has the right of using 
the sword, jus gladii; the Catholic Church 
is not only perfect but most perfect, perfece 
tissima; therefore, the Catholic Church has 
the right to kill heretics. 

Again: 

Civil has the 
right of killing for self-preservation; the 


Society, Societas Civilis, 
Catholic Church is far more important than 
any Civil Society; therefore, the Catholic 
Church has a better right to kill than any 
Civil Society, Graviore etiam jure valet pro 
Ecclesia. 


And here is another syllogism from 
this learned.and pious Jesuit: 


Outlaws may be lawfully killed by any- 
body who meets them, omnibus potestas eos 
impune occidenai; the Catholic Church may 
declare heretics to be outlaws; therefore, 
heretics may be lawfully killed by anybody 


who meets them. 
Regarding education in convent 
Mr. O'Donnell “The 


root of the thriftless Irish home is in 


schools, Says, 
the Nun School, just as the root of 


Irish national ignorance is in the 


clericalized monopoly of all education. 


5 tas The female clericalism like the 


male clericalism, starves the brains of 
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the laity by bad education, and for- 
bids their employment (in responsibie 
positions) when they survive the 
starvation.” 

We commend these books of Irish 
Catholics to readers. 


Surely there is hope for Ireland when 


American 


men of character and standing can 
write such works and defy the thun- 
ders of the Vatican, and the clerical 
boycott which has caused terroa to 
many Protestants. Poor 
Father Edward McGlynn used to 
prophecy that the doom of Rome was 


sealed when the Irish Catholics turned 


so-called 


against that cruel Church, 


Let the Pope Read the Bible. 

If the Pope would study the Bible 
to learn what God says and command 
his followers to read it and heed its 
steaching the Church of Rome would 
not be that 
plans and 
schemes to subjugate the whole world 
to its rule. Leo XIII. is continually 
complaining that everything in the 


entangled in alliances 


bring disaster upon its 


world is going against him and his 
Church. The Protestant nations are 
progressing and the members of Pro- 
testant churches like Mr. J. Pierpont 
Morgan, Mr. John D. Rockefeller and 
hundreds of others are the leaders of 
thought, of finance, of commerce, and 


of all the forces that rule the world. 


The United States, England and Ger- 


many, Protestant countries, 


are in 
the the march of 
Catholic are 
declining and will be soon in the rear, 
and the 


van in progress, 


while Roman nations 


people of those countries 


are “hewers of wood and drawers of 
water.” Leo scolds and reviles the 
Protestants, who he thinks are all 
Free Masons, and there is no hope for 
his Church until they 


are exter- 


The Converted Catholic. 


minated. If he would read the book 
of Job he would learn that it is said 
(5, 2), “Wrath killeth the foolish 
man;”’ and in Ps, 76, 10, “The wrath 
of man shall praise the Lord;” and in 
Proverbs 27, 4, “Wrath is cruel, and 
anger outrageous;’ and that Paul 
says in Ephesians 4, 26, “Let not the 
sun go down upon your wrath;” and 
in | Thess. 5, 9, “God hath not ap- 
pointed us to wrath;” and James, the 
brother of our Lord, tells us to be 
“slow to speak, slow to wrath.” Ii 
the Pope and his followers would read 
the Bible they would learn what God 
says in Proverbs 15, 1, “A soft answer 
turneth away wrath.” 


Catholic Miners Angry, Like the Pope. 
The great coal strike in Pennsyl 
Nine 
are Roman 
Catholics, as are their leaders, Mitch 
ell, Doyle, O’Brien, while the opera- 
tors or owners of the mines are pros 
perous Protestants. 


vania was begun in wrath. 


tenths of the miners 


By the increased 
price of coal the latter will benefit by 
the strike; there was a large stock o1 
hand; while the men who do the 
rough work will suffer. The Pro 
testant churches do not feel the effect 
of the strike, but the priests are or 
the starvation, like their 
people. There is no money for masse 


verge of 


or for the souls in purgatory or fo: 
indulgences of any kind; and as fo 
Peter’s Pence, that is, money for th 
Pope himself, that is out of the ques 
tion; he will have to wait for bette 
times, 

And so instructions hav 
come from Rome to end the strike a 
soon as possible, on any terms, as th 


secret 


“holy father” in Rome and his priest 
in America are in danger of starva 
tion. 
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Scranton, Pa., 
the Olyphant 
morning a 


from 
“At 
this 


A despatch 
June 29, said: 
Catholic Church 
striker arose in the congregation, and 
leclaring that a ‘scab’ workman was 
present, asked all fair men to quit 
The left the 
edifice and sixty union men followed 
him.” 


the services. striker 


Nearly all those striking miners are 
good Catholics, but they committed a 
“mortal” sin by not hearing mass on 
Sunday. Like the Pope they yielded 


to angry passions, 


Rome in Politics. 

The New York Herald, June 21, 
said the Pope would appoint Bishop 
larley to the archbishopric of New 
York in the late Dr. 
Corrigan, on the approval of Cardinal 


succession to 


Gibbons, “unless some special and im- 
portant political reason intervened to 
have the vacancy filled by some other 
prelate.’ 

What is this? Political 
rather than spiritual considerations to 


reasons 


vovern the action of the Pope in the 
New 


Does he want Tammany back 


ppointment of a bishop of 
York! 
n power? During Archbishop Cor- 
rigan’s incumbency the Roman Cath- 
lic Church and Tammany Hall were 
partners in sharing the spoils of the 
municipal offices, for nine-tenths of 
th 


he Tammanyites were “good Cath- 


lics.” When they were left out in 
the cold at the last election they sor- 
owfully told the priests the partner- 
there 


ship must terminate ; was no 


more “graft.” 


Could that have any- 
thing to do with Archbishop Corri- 
Forbid the thought! 
hut the Pope should write to the Her- 
/d denying the insinuation. 


can’s death? 


Cuba a Republic. 
May a 
born and a Republican form of gov- 


Last new Republic was 


ernment the 
United States surrendering all claims 


4 


to sovereignity, and the American 


established in Cuba, 


troops withdrawing from the island. 
President Palma is a wise and good 
man, and if he will make the priests 
keep quiet, as President Diaz does in 
Mexico, there is a bright future for 
Cuba. 


>< o___ 


Rome Never Changes—for the 
Better. 


It is the boast of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church that it never changes— 
semper cadem—always the same. As 
all boasting is an exaggerated state- 
ment that hovers on the borderland 
of inveracity and often settles there, 
this claim of the Papal Church is not 
true. From time to time the Church 
of Rome has made additions to its 
body of dogma, such as the Immacu- 
late Conception of the Virgin Mary 
in 1854 and the Infallibility of the 
Pope in 1870, and many minor de- 
that 


Fifty years ago a person could be a 


crees were unknown before. 


“good Catholic” without believing 
these things, but now no one could 
receive absolution from the most 
learned bishop or the most ignorant 
priest if there should be any doubt 
about these doctrines. People who 
are intelligent in other respects will 
protest to friends 
against this statement of facts. But 
it is true nevertheless, and there is an 


We 


Roman 


their Protestant 


easy way of proving it. 
this test to 
friends: 


submit 
our Catholic 
Ask any priest this question 
personally or in writing: 

“If I go to confession to you and 
tell you that | 


do not believe in the 
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infallibility of the Pope—every Pope, 
VI. and Leo 
X11I—will you give me absolution ?” 

The priest 
You believe that or 
you will die in your sins and be lost.” 


including Alexander 
must answer, “No, I 


cannot. must 


Let our Catholic friend persist and 
entreat—“Please give me absolution 
for my sins against God—I have 
broken the commandments and con- 
fessed to told 


everything, and | am heartily sorry 


you; I have you 


for my transgressions. Please give 


me absolution for sins, and 


let Papal infallibility go; I don’t care 


these 


about it one way or the other.” 

The priest may not care about it 
either, but he must tell the penitent: 
“IT cannot give you absolution unless 
vou 


believe all the doctrines of the 


Church, and as the infallibility of the 


Pope is one of them, and the latest, 


you must believe that or soul 


And the Roman Cath 


your 
will be lost.” 


olic retires from the confession un- 


So with all and every doc- 


trine of the Church of Rome. 


absolved. 

It never changes for the better. 
All through the history of the Church 
it has condemned, vilified and slan- 
dered every priest who has renounced 
its superstitions. It 
Huss, and, if it could, 
would have killed Martin Luther and 
John 


priests who had 


burned Savo- 


narola and 


Knox and 


every one of the 


renounced the re- 
ligion of the Pope to embrace the re- 
ligion of Christ. The ex-abbé, M. 
Combes, the present Prime Minister 
of France, and the Rev. John H. 
Hennes, the latest priest who has been 
converted in Christ's Mission, would 
not have escaped if Rome had the 


power of former days. Thank God 


it has not. 
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THE TRUE CHURCH. 
A Question and an Answer. 


BY REV. F. WATRY. 

An intelligent Catholic lady once 
asked me if I really believed that the 
Congregational church of 
am now a 


which | 
member and a minister 
were the true church, or if I still be- 
lieved without confessing it that the 
Roman Catholic Church was the tru 
one, 

What reason could she have had for 
asking that question? She was not 
seeking information. She entertained 
no doubts as to the things that her 
church taught her. 
that had nothing to 
learn, that her church taught her the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, 

Why then did she ask that ques- 
tion? 


She positively 


declared she 


She evidently considered het 
question a poser, and that it would 
make very little difference which horn 


of the dilemma I would take, my 


answer would prove me a hypocrite, 


a fool or a knave. There was a 


triumphant her fac« 


like that of one who is absolutely sure 


expression in 
of his game. And it seemed a real 
pity to disappoint her. My answer 
was this: 

“Madame, I believe that neither the 
Congregational nor the Catholic, nor 
any other church is the true church, 
but that every church is a true church 
in so far, and only in so far, as it has 
and teaches truth.” 

This evidently bewildered her. It 
was so different from what she had 
The 
countenance changed in an instant. 

“Il do not 


said. 


expected. expression of het 


understand you,” she 
“T wish you would explain what 
you mean.” 
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[ did so, and the explanation 


seemed to satisfy her. It may per- 


haps satisfy that 


someone else, and 
is why it is here repeated. 
“First of all,” must 


igree as to the meaning of the words 


said I, “we 
ve are using. So long as we use the 
truth, and 
thereby a dozen different things we 
annot other. I 
nake a distinction between Truth and 
ruths, 


words church and 


mean 


understand each 


and and 


between Church 
hurches, 


“The 


mposed of the redeemed of every 


Church I believe to be 
ge, of every nation, of every name, 
nd of no name. Its membership is 


‘attered over the whole world and 
ver all time, past, present and future. 
Catholic or 


his is to me the true 


‘niversal Church. What we usually 


ill church is only one of many 


hurches, an association of people 
hose ideas and views are alike, or 
least similar, Hence the superior- 
vy of one church over another is not 
stablished by the number of its ad- 
rents, nor by its age, nor by any 
utward circumstance. That is the 
ruest and best church which has the 
rgest insight into spiritual things, 
nd so is able to give more because it 
is more, 

“As to Truth, in the fullest 


the term, it is simply unspeakable 


sense 


rrogance on the part of any man, or 
ny body ef men, to pretend to know 
e Truth. God 
ruth. Paul did not pretend to know 
Truth. He ‘We 
part, and we prophesy in part.’ 


‘Now 


alone knows the 


writes: know 


nd again: I know in part.’ 


sus Himself confessed that His 
had its f 


iowledge limitations: ‘Of 
it day and that hour knoweth no 


an, no, not even the angels which 
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are in heaven, neither the Son, 
the Father.’ (See 
Mark 13:32). 
know, or is expected to know, under 
present 


but 
Mat. 24:36, and 
\ll that any one can 
conditions, is not the Truth 


in all its fulness, but rather certain 
truths, or even only certain parts of 
certain truths—enough for present 
needs. 

“It follows from this, to me at least, 
that no church has a right to call 
itself the true church, implying there- 
by that other churches are not true. 
The 
churches, or organizations, the more 
that 
phasizes one certain truth, or part of 
the truth, if 
to be put 


others or perhaps not seen at all. If 


more one studies the different 


evident it seems each one em- 


you wish, which seems 


into the background by 


we could all see the same truth in the 
same manner, there would be only 
one church or organization, But so 
long as we cannot see things alike, 
and insist upon it that we are right 
and others are wrong, we must go on 
as we are now doing. 

“Every church, to my mind, is a 
true church in so far as it has and 
teaches truth and is constantly reach- 
ing out after a larger measure of 
truth, and it is a false church in so far 
as it maintains and teaches error. The 
test of a church is, therefore, not from 
from within.” 
>-o 


A Business Man’s Experience. 
fully 


without but 


[ never realized the signifi- 
cance of the Sacrifice of Calvary for 
me personally until a little child, one 
of my own dear ones, lay suffering on 
her death bed and she uttered the fol- 
lowing words in German, half an hour 
before she departed: “Ich will heim, 
Ich will heim—I want to go home.” 
grandmother, her 


Her who sat by 
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bedside, said to her: “Frances, du 
bist ja heim—You are at home.” 
And the child said: “Nein, Ich will 
heim in dem himmel—No, I wish to 
go home to heaven.” 


she spoke in German. The last words 


These words 


she uttered, a few minutes before she 
passed away, were spoken in Eng- 
lish—“There is Jesus.” 

I was standing by her bedside while 
she spoke and until her spirit took 
its flight, and no person had sug- 
gested to her the words she used. It 
think so 
still, that she could not have spoken 
thus if the Holy Spirit had not in- 
spired her. 
that forth I have de- 
rived great comfort from the child’s 
words, and from the verse, “Where 


seemed to me then, and I 


From time 


two or three are gathered together in 
My name, there am I in the midst of 
them.” Often when I am at the 
prayer meeting or kneeling at my 
bedside, it seems as if the Saviour 
could almost 


However that may be, I 


were very near and I 
touch Him. 
am confident He is with and near me 
always, according to His promise to 
He will con- 
tinue with me until he calls me home 
to the house of 


His people, and that 
many mansions, 
where I shall be with Him and my 
dear Frances forever. fm. HH: DB, 
cnnsstitinibilive 

Work in Central America. 

The Central American Mission has 
a most interesting history in doing a 
quiet work for the Lord that is being 
much blessed. It is now incorporated 
under the laws of Texas, having its 
American Paris, 


central office at 


Texas, where all communications 
will receive prompt attention. 
Rev. Luther Rees is chairman and 


D. H. Scott treasurer, both of Paris, 


Texas, and Dr. C. I. Scofield, of East 
Northfield, Mass., is secretary. These, 
with E. M. Powell, of Dallas, Texas, 

Council. The 
work of the mission is carried on by 
these gentlemen without financial re- 
muneration, and there is no expense 


constitute the Home 


in distributing funds sent in for this 
work except about $40 per quarter 
for printing the “Central American 
Bulletin’—a_ bright little quarterly 
giving an account of the work, pub- 
lished at Paris, Texas, at a subscrip- 
tion of twenty cents per year—and a 
small amount The 
mission is strictly undenominational, 


for stationery. 


evangelical and evangelistic, and is 
conducted in entire dependance upon 
the Lord for both means and mis- 
sionaries, as neither is ever solicited 
from man. There are now thirty mis- 
sionaries on the field, in Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, Honduras, 
and Salvador, and 


been supplied thus far. 


Nicaragua, 

need has 
Work 
ach of these five Re- 
Central 


every 
has 
been started in 
and 
churches organized under the New 
Testament plan. 


publics of America, 


But as in all Roman 
Catholic countries, the heathenism is 
in the blackness of 


darkness, and 


growing deeper year by year. Priestly 


domination is supreme, and this de 
voted band of missionaries suffers per 
secution far worse than those in the 
deepest wilds of Central Africa, ex- 
cept that the bishops and priests fear 
to kill the missionaries on account of 
the United States Government. But 
with all the idolatry of the people, 
with its consequent sin and degreda 
tion upon their lives, and all the bit 
ter persecutions of the missionaries 
and their converts, the work under 
God is prospering, and many are com 


ing out of darkness into light. 
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Admiral Dewey’s Testimony. 

The Church of Rome tried very 
hard to get Admiral Dewey into its 
lutches when he was married by a 
Roman Catholic priest in Washing- 
But the Ad- 
niral and his wife are now members 


ma few years ago. 


§ the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
Last the 
testimony before the Senate Com- 


month, Admiral in his 
nittee on Philippine Affairs in ses- 
ion at Washington, repeated his dec- 
aration of faith that Almighty God 
ad given us the victory over Spain 
n the recent war. Senator Bever- 
lge, who questioned Admiral Dewey, 
eminded him of a visit he had paid 
he Admiral on the flagship Olympia, 
n the harbor of Manila, and asked 
im if he remembered a conversation 
etween them when, while they were 
ooking out from the deck, the Ad- 
iiral had said, referring to the suc- 
ess of the American arms, that “he 
vuldn’t help thinking that it was all 
ue to a higher power than ours.” 
“I do,” replied the Admiral. 
iember that I said that, and it is my 


“T re- 


pinion now.” 

\dmiral Dewey captured and de- 
troyed the Spanish ships, and the 
hurch of Rome would have de 
royed him if it had captured him in 
s net. His faith in God saved him. 
the 


ver” to 


Protestants who “go 
look to Al- 


iighty God for guidance, their souls 


weak 
Rome would 
uld not be shipwrecked in the seas 
superstition wherein the “bark of 
eter” floats. 


>-o 


Governor Taft in Rome. 


(he press dispatches about Gov- 


nor Taft’s mission to Rome for the 


irchase of the friars’ lands in the 


Philippines are very indefinite. As 
the negotiations will include the ex- 
penditure of several millions by our 
Government for the purchase of the 
lands, and the separation of Church 
and State, freedom of worship for alli 
Filipinos, non-interference with the 
public school system, already estab- 
lished, and, most important of all in 
the eyes of the Vatican authorities, 
the expulsion of the friars, much di- 
plomacy and tact will be required to 
bring these involved questions to a 
successful issue. But we have the 
best of reasons for stating that Gov- 
ernor Taft will be found true to Amer- 
ican principles, and in the end the 
people of the United States will be 
proud of him. A good precedent will 
be established when the monks are 
driven out by the United States 
Government. By and by we may be 
able to get at the Jesuits in our own 
country and expel them also, as 
European countries have done. There 
must be a beginning to every good 
work, and that which takes place in 
the Philippines can be extended if the 
Jesuits will not learn to behave them- 
selves. 
a 


Priestly Rule in Spain. 
A private letter received not long 
ago from Spain, referring to the craft, 
deceits and tyranny of the Church 


(the priests), says: “It is the bishop 
and his priests who ‘rob the poor;’ 
they take all they can wring out of 
them, and give them so much ‘relig- 
ion’ as they can pay for. So long as 
they can teach cruelty, bigotry and 
superstition they have their remorse- 
less grip upon the people. Should 
they teach mercy, justice and honesty, 
and promote intelligence, they would 
have no dupes to drive like sheep or 
squeeze like a lemon. The Spanish 
peasantry are very poor and pitifully 
ignorant; but few can read, and the 
bull fight and other brutal sports keep 
them cruel @nd even barbarous. But 
the priests are numerous and wealthy 
and are the real cause of Spanish 
degradation.” 
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REASONS FOR LEAVING THE CHURCH OF ROME. 


| An address delivered in the chapel of Christ's Mission, New York, Sun- 


day evening, June 29, 1902.] 


BY REV. 


My Dear Christian Friends:—It af- 
fords me great pleasure to be here 
among you to-night to testify unto 
the truth and praise the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 
prayer and has led me out of spiritual 


who has heard my humble 
darkness into the light of the gospel. 

I have been a priest of the Roman 
Catholic Church for over fourteen 
years, and during that time I have 
worked faithfully for that church and 
have earned the good will and the es- 
teem of my ecclesiastical superiors, as 
well as of the people among whom I 
have lived and labored. 

But, strange as it may seem, what 
I tried to give to others, i. e., peace 
of mind and soul, I could not find for 
myself in that church. For years I 
prayed for that peace and tranquility 
heart without which 


of mind and 


there is no real happiness. Fearing 
that my sins and disobedience to the 
will of God might be the cause of my 
unhappy condition, I prayed much for 
more light in order to be able to sce 
the will of God more clearly and con- 
sequently to live up to it more per- 
fectly; but the light I was longing for 
seemed to have fled away from me. 
Everything seemed to grow darker 
and darker before my spiritual eye 
and I began to think that the Lord 
had That 
caused me great anxiety and fear, and 
with a 


forsaken me. thought 


troubled mind and contrite 
heart, I fell down on my knees in my 
study, praying more fervently than 
ever before, begging the Lord to for- 


give me my.sins and to make known 


JOHN 


H. HENNES. 


His 
Prophet : 


to me will, 


“Loquere, 


with the 
Domine, quia 
audit servus tuus,” “Speak, O Lord, 
for thy servant heareth.” 


saying 


After that sincere prayer, mingled 
with tears of sorrow for my sins, I felt 
calm, consoled and strong. The Lord 
had evidently heard my prayer; for, 
listen what happened. 

That very same day about 3 o’clock 
in the afternoon a woman who had 
done some work for me in my church 
brought me a pamphlet—it was a copy 
of the CONVERTED CaTHOLIC—say 
ing: “Father Hennes, here is a book, 
which was sent to me by some un 
known friend from Canton. I have 
read a little in the book, but I don’t 
understand it; it seems to be some 
kind of a bad book, but I don’t know, 
and I give it to you and if you can 
make use of it, you can keep it; if not, 
“Well, I took 
the Magazine, thanked the woman 
and told her that I would read it to 
see what it was about. 

I need not tell you that I did not 
lose any time and commenced to read 
it at once. 


burn it or destroy it.” 


I read and read it again 
and again, and as | kept on reading, 
the fell from my eyes and a 
heavenly light, for which I had been 
praying so ardently, enlightened my 


scales 


mind and filled my heart with sweet 
consolation. That very night I wrote 
a letter to the good Dr. O’Connor, 
who has since become my best friend 


asking him to send me a few copies 


of his admirable Magazine, which he 


did, 











Again I commenced to read and by 
the time I had read three or four 
copies from cover to cover, I had 
‘ome to the turning-point in my life. 
\gain I wrote to Dr. O’Connor, ask- 
him interview. He 
inswered immediately, saying, “Come 


ing for an 
it once; I shall be glad to see you.” 
Having obtained from my Bishop the 
necessary for a_ three 
from my parish, I 
started at once for New York, where 
| was heartily Dr. 
lames. A. O'Connor, the pastor of 
this Mission. 


permission 
weeks’ absence 


welcomed by 


After a few conferences and earnest 
prayer with him, the heavenly light 
was stronger and shone more bril- 
liantly than ever before, and I com- 
menced to see more clearly that, al- 
though I always wished and desired 
o belong to Christ and to serve Him 
aithfully, I did not belong to Him 
ind did not serve Him as He wished 
ne to serve Him. In one word: I 
saw clearly that I was on the wrong 
oad and that, if I would continue on 
hat road, it would lead me to de- 
struction. 

Consequently I resolved firmly to 
isten to the Lord calling me, and to 
low His sweet voice, cost what it 
nay. I therefore went back to Ohio 
» wind up my temporal affairs and to 
end my resignation to the Bishop, 
vho, by the way, had always treated 
1e very kindly and had been a dear 
riend to me. You know that in the 
‘atholic church, the priest is not 
hosen by the people, but appointed 

the Bishop, and the Bishop by the 
‘ope, and the Pope-—well, he says he 
infallible. It was, therefore, a mat- 
er of courtesy to resign my position 
ito the hands of the man from whom 
Last Sunday I bid 


had received it. 
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my parishioners farewell, and thank- 
ing them for the kindness they had 
always shown me, | left. 

I need not tell you that my leave- 
taking was a painful scene, for the 
people among whom I had lived and 
labored were so attached to me and 
loved me so dearly that it seemed im- 
pessible to them that I should leave 


them. But thanks be to the Lord, 
who gave me _ strength enough to 


overcome my feelings and leave all 
my friends in Ohio to follow Him and 
walk in a new path which He would 
point out to me. 

ut, no doubt, you wish me to give 
vou some more specific reasons why 
I left the Church of Rome, besides 
those that I have given you already. 
Some may perhaps feel inclined to ask 
\What trouble did you have that 
caused you to leave the Roman Cath- 
ic Church? 


nie: 


My answer is: That I had no trou- 
ble of any kind or with anybody. I 
was not given to 


other bad 


drinking or any 
that 
caused me any trouble. 


habits might have 
My standing 
with my Bishop and the people en- 
trusted to my care, was of the best, 


and my character as a priest without 


stain. The only trouble I had, was 
with my own heart; I did not find 
any satisfaction in the Church of 


Rome and I was without that peace 
of mind and repose, which is essential 
to the spiritual welfare of any human 
being. in the 


I saw nothing system 


f the Church of Rome but vain cere- 
monies which leave the soul empty 
and do not satisfy the longing of the 
heart. 

But you wish to hear more specific 
reasons that could justify the step I 
have taken. Here they are: 


1. In the first place I firmly believe 
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that all the ceremonies and practices 
of the Church of Rome, such as the 
Sacraments and the so-called Sacra- 
mentals, i. e., holy water, rosaries, 
scapulars, relics, and the cult of Mary 
and the saints are f 


and 


not sources ol 


grace were not intended by 
Christ as such; they are innovations 
of later ages; there is no warrant for 
the use of those things in the Scrip- 
ture. 

2. I do not believe in the Apostolic 
succession from Peter to Leo XIII. 
There cannot be found a single word 
in the Holy Bible that Peter passed 
a single hour in Rome. 

3. I do not believe in the dogma of 
the infallibility of the Pope, for the 
Scriptures say: “Omnis homo men- 
dax—Every man is liable to make 
mistakes.—All men are liars.” 

4. I do not believe in auricular con- 
fession and the power of the priest to 
forgive sins as a mediator between 
God and man; for in 1 Tim, 2-5, St. 
Paul says: “There is only one God 
and one mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus.” 

5. I do not believe in our own good 
works of mortification and penance, 
such as fasting, scourging, etc., as 


having any value before God: for 
those works of ours are derogatory 
to the sufferings of Christ, who has 
made more than ample satisfaction 
Yes, 


my dear friends, since I have rejected 
the belief in the 


for the sins of the whole world. 


value of our own 
works, I have conceived in my mind 
a much higher and more exalted idea 
of the great value of the sacrifice of 
the cross. | look upon myself now as 
a mere nothing, and upon Christ and 
His bloody sacrifice as my only hope 


for the salvation of my soul. 


6.1 reject the doctrine of Transub- 
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stantiation, or as it is called,the Mass. 
No man can offer Christ in sacrifice. 
He offered Himself once for all. And 
I reject purgatory, 
prayers for the dead and to the dead. 
But I want the prayers of all living 


indulgences, 


saints, the people of God everywhere 
in all churches, of every denomina- 
tion. 

I could 


reasons why I left the 


give you many more 
Church of 
Rome; but time is too short to speak 
longer and I believe that the reasons 
already given are sufficient. 

As to myself, | am, as I have al- 
ready said, a mere nothing and my 
conversion to Christ and to the Chris- 
tian life is not my work, but the work 
of my Saviour, who in Holy Writ, 
“Non 
vos me elegistis, sed ego elegi vos— 


“Not 


have 


says as beautifully as truly: 
ut eatis et fructum afferatis,” 
you have chosen me, but I 
chosen you, that you may go and bear 
fruit.” 

As to the future, I believe that God, 
who has so graciously called me, will 
lead and direct me in the way of 
righteousness. From my childhood’s 
happy days to this moment it has al- 
ways been my earnest and sincere de- 
sire to serve God by working for the 
salvation of souls, and if it is the will 
f God, I shall continue in the minis- 
try of the gospel to help others to 
come to Christ. 

For this purpose I shall, if it is the 
will of God, myself to the 
noble work of preaching the glad tid- 


ings of the gospel. 


devote 


And in order to 
be able to do so, I ask you to-night to 
remember me in your prayers, asking 
the Lord in my behalf, to give me the 
spirit and zeal of an Apostle and an 
undying love for souls, that they may 


be saved and brought home to their 
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Father's house. Pray also that God 
may give me the grace of persever- 
ance and strength to overcome all 
obstacles and if necessary to lay down 
my life for Him and His cause. 

To my old friends in the Roman 
Catholic Church I would say that the 
change which has come into my life, 
nearer to 
God and nearer to my Saviour, it has 
also enlarged my heart with love 
towards them and towards all man- 
kind. St. Paul said in his Epistle to 
the Romans, “My heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for Israel (that is his 
own people from whom he had come), 
is that they might be saved.” 


while it has brought me 


And so 
I say for my Catholic brethren. I 
want them to know Christ as their 
Saviour, as I know Him 
those years of weary waiting and 
anxious looking for the truth. 


now after 


Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God has all power 
in heaven and on earth to save all who 
will come to Him, and so I con- 
fidently place my soul’s salvation in 
His hands. 

And I pray God that all who hear 
me may do the same. He is the only 
way, the truth and the life. 
unto Me,” He says, “all who are 
weary and heavy-laden, and | 
give you rest.” 


“Come 


will 
May God grant us 
all the grace to come to Him. Amen. 


ee el 


Letter of Resignation to Bish- 
op Horstmann, of Cleveland. 


ST. CLEM ENT'S ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH, NAVARRE, OHIO. 


June 23, 1902. 
Right Rev. and Dear Bishop :— 
You will be pained by the contents 
of this letter, and it is with pain and 
a broken heart that I write it. 


Since my appointment as pastor of 
St. Clement’s Church, | dis- 
charged all the duties faithfully and 
conscientiously, so as to meet your 
approval and the favor of the people 


have 


to whom I have ministered as a priest. 


The confidence and good will you 


have ever shown me, as well as the es- 
teem 


and affection of the 


whom | 


people 
lived and 
labored, give me the assurance that I 


among have 
have not abused the trust reposed in 
me. 

My standing, therefore, being of 
the best, and my character as a priest 
without a stain, I confidently ask to 
be relieved from the duties as pastor 
of this congregation, and request you 
to send another priest to take my 
place as Clement’s 
Church. 


pastor of St. 
My reasons for taking this 
step, the most momentous in the life 
of any man who has been a priest of 
the Roman Catholic Church, are that 
the conviction has been growing upon 
me that the doctrines and practices of 
the Church of Rome are perversions 
of the religion of Christ, and as I 
wish to serve God according to the 
Gospel of Christ, I can no longer con- 
tinue to officiate as a priest. Later I 
hope to specify those reasons. 

[ believe: firmly in Christianity, but 
I have lost faith in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church as the exponent of Chris- 
tianity, and that loss is so complete 
that I cannot remain where | am. My 
faith in God my 


heavenly Father, 


and in Jesus Christ my Saviour is 
stronger and clearer because I have 
taken this step. 

As to the future, I believe God will 
lead and direct me in the way of right- 
eousness. Kind friends whom I have 
consulted have come to my aid at this 


crisis in my life, and by their advice 
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I shall devote some time to study, 
i..editation and prayer to learn the 
I shall 


leave Navarre to-day, June 23, and I 


way of God more perfectly. 


shall depart in love and peace with 
eV erybody. 

At a meeting of the councilmen of 
the church, Sunday, June 22, the ac- 
count and 


found correct, and everything else is 


books were examined 
in perfect order. 

Thanking you for all past favors, 
] remain your humble servant, 


Joun H. HENNEs. 
jccncieialillidaiiintainin 


PRIEST LEAVES CHURCH. 


Rev. John H. Hennes, of Cleveland, Be- 
comes a Convert to Protestantism 
Through the Teachings ef the 
Rev, J. A. O'Connor. 

Under the above heading the New 
York Mail and Express, June 30, 1902, 
had the following report of the ser- 
vices in Christ's Mission: 

“Rev. John H. Hennes, a Roman 
Catholic the diocese of 
Cleveland, Ohio, delivered an address 


priest, of 


at the evangelistic meeting in Christ’s 
Mission, 142 West Twenty-first 
street, last evening, in which he an- 
nounced that he had withdrawn from 
the Church. On 


Roman Catholic 


Sunday, June 22, he bade farewell to 
h 


is parishioners in Navarre, Ohio, 
and the next day he sent his resigna- 
tion to the Rev. Dr. Horstmann, the 
Roman Catholic 


bishop of Cleve- 


land 

“Mr. Hennes came to New York 
June 25, and has been the guest of 
Rev. James A. O’Connor, the pastor 
of Christ’s Mission, who formerly was 
a Roman Catholic priest, but for the 
last twenty-three years has been a 
Protestant minister and evangelist in 
this city. My. O’Connor is also the 
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editor of a monthly magazine, the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and it was a 
copy of this publication, coming into 
the hands of the Rev. Mr. Hennes, 
that led to a correspondence with Mr. 
O’Connor, which resulted in a visit 
by the former to this city, and ulti- 
mately to his resignation from the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

“Last Hennes ex- 
plained at length the reasons that in- 
duced him to take this step. He said 
he had lost faith in the distinctive doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome, and 
could not 


evening Mr. 


conscientiously remain 
longer in that church. 

“Mr. Hennes will be the guest of 
Mr. O’Connor at Christ’s Mission, 
and later they will attend the Bible 
conference and other religious exer- 
Northfield, Mass. Mr. 
Hennes is in the prime of life, a man 
of fine appearance and scholarly at- 
tainments.” 

The Tribune, the Herald and other 
papers also published accounts of the 
conversion of Mr. Hennes, and 
printed extracts from the letter of 
resignation which he sent to Bishop 
Horstmann. 


cises at 


All expressed pleasure 
at the Christian tone, the courtesy 
and strength of his letter and the ad- 
dress he delivered at Christ’s Mission. 
Doubtless the reporters were sur- 
prised that a priest could be a gen- 
tieman. 
————__ ~--___ ____ 


Circulate the Magazine. 


If we had one thousand dollars we 
could use it in circulating THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC among priests and 
other Catholics. Every Christian who 
reads this number will say, such a 
publication would do them good. It 
will do good to everybody, Protestant 
or Catholic. It has done good in the 
past, and please God, its best days are 
yet to come. 


















‘*Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life; and they are 
they which testify of me.” John v, 39. 
EARCH the New Testament from 
S beginning to end and you will 
find that not only are the func- 
tions of the priesthood abolished, but 
that the name “priest” is carefully ex- 
cluded from the Christian ministry. 
St. Paul says: “When Christ as- 
cended up on high, he led captivity 
captive and gave gifts unto men. * * 
And he gave some, apostles; and 
some, prophets; and some, evan- 
gelists; and some, pastors and teach- 
ers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, and for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.” 
Eph. iv., 8-11.—He thus assigned of- 
ficers for the whole his 
Church, but he gave no priest, nor is 
there in the Acts of the Apostles the 


work of 


slightest hint of a priest in the 
Church. 
They followed the directions of 


their Master. 

The Epistle to the 
anonymous, but is almost universally 
attributed to St. Paul. No book in 
the Bible carries in itself higher evi- 


Hebrews is 


dences of inspiration than that epistle. 
It deals with the priesthood of Christ 
as the sum the 
It deals with the deep 


and substance of 
prophecies. 
things of God, and its language, while 
plain enough for the wayfaring man, 
rises in its august simplicity until it 
penetrates the very Holy of Holies. It 
vould seem that no ordinarily intelli- 
gent man of mind rise 


honest can 


from the study of that epistle without 
being convinced that any sacrifice 
‘ther than that which Christ made 


The Converted Cathotic. 


CHRIST OUR ONLY PRIEST. 


H. 





Cc. 


and “finished” on the cross “once for 
all,” is anti-Christian. 

While the whole epistle elucidates 
the subject I can only cite here a few 
texts which positively forbid any rep- 
etition or continuance of the sacrifice 
made by Christ on Calvary, either in 
heaven or on earth. 

The writer contrasts the two cove- 
nants and the two priesthoods: 
“Those priests (under the first cove- 
nant) were made without an oath; 
but this (Christ) with an oath by him 
who said unto him, the Lord swore, 
and will not repent, Thou are a priest 
for ever after the order of Melchise- 
dec. By so much was Jesus made 
the surety of a better testament. And 
they truly were many priests, because 
they were not suffered to continue by 
reason of death. But this man, because 
he continueth ever, hath an unchange- 
able priesthood ; wherefore he is able 
also to save to the uttermost, them 
that come to God by him, seeing that 
he ever liveth to make intercession 
for us. For such an high priest be- 
came us, who is holy, harmless, un- 


defiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens; Who 
needeth not daily as those high 


priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for 
his own sins, and then for the peo- 
ple’s. For this he did once when he 
offered up himself. For the law 
maketh men high priests which have 
infirmities, but the word of the oath 
maketh the Son who is consecrated 
forevermore.” (Heb. vii., 21-28.) 
Again: “For Christ is not entered 
into the holy places made with hands 
but into heaven itself, there to appear 
in the presence of God for us. Nor 
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yet that he should offer himself often 
as the high priest entereth into the 
holy place every year with blood of 
others. For then must he often have 
suffered since the foundation of the 
world. But now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
And as it is appointed unto all men 
once to die, but after this, the judg- 
ment, so Christ offered 
to bear the sins of many; and unto 
them that look for him shall he ap- 
pear the second time without sin unto 
salvation.” 


was once 


Heb. ix. 11:12, 26-28. 
Yet again, “By the which will (the will 
of God) we are sanctified by the offer- 
ing of the body of Christ once for 
all. And every priest (of the first 
covenant) standeth daily ministering 
and offering oftentimes the same sac- 
rifices which can never take away 
sin. But this man when he had of- 
fered one sacrifice for sin forever, 
sat down on the right hand of God; 
from henceforth expecting till his 
enemies be made his footstool, for by 
one offering hath he perfected forever 
them that are sanctified.” Heb. x., 
11-14.) 

Add to the foregoing passages, the 
most important words of 
have 


which I 
italicize, the last 
words of Christ, as recorded by John: 


ventured to 


“When therefore Jesus had received 
the vinegar, he said, it is finished, and 


bowed his head and gave up the 


ghost;” thus repudiating 
tended that 


which should ever be made. 


any pre- 
sacrifice 
Yet not- 
declara- 
tion of Christ himself some theolo- 


continuance of 
withstanding this emphatic 


gians of Rome and her imitators claim 
that the daily mass is a continuation 
of the sacrifice on Calvary. 

The apostle has emphasized the fact 
that His offering was once, and that 
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it can neither be repeated, not only by 
repeating the once six times but by 
finally placing it in the same category 
with death in man. “As it is appoint- 
ed unto men, once to die, but after 
this, the judgment; so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of 
many.” 

Look farther into the Acts of the 
Apostles to whom Christ promised 
that he would send the Holy Ghost 
who should bring all things to their 
remembrance whatsoever he had said 
unto them. He had empowered them 
to open and shut the Kingdom of 
Heaven. How did they do it? By 
preaching the Gospel—laying down 
the terms on which Christ offers sal- 
vation. Did they ever assume priest- 
ly functions and pretend to offer up 
Christ? Never! they “broke bread” 
from house to house, making the me- 
morial of his death which he had com- 
manded, and the name priest was 
utterly excluded from the ministry of 
the Church, until Cyprian, a convert- 
ed heathen, brought it in late in the 
third century, and the Church cor- 


rupted by the influx of multitudes of 


heathen on its being made the re- 
ligion of the empire in the fourth cen- 
tury, gradually adopted it. We have 
now seen that the mass, the euchar- 
istic sacrifice,or any assumed sacrifice 
by whatever name it may be called, 
is not only not taught in Holy Scrip- 
ture, but is utterly repugnant to its 
teaching. To one who believes that 
the Bible is the word of God, the 
dogma as well as its practice is an 
amazingly foolhardy defrance of that 
Word. The Apostle having clearly 
shown that there is “no more offering 
for sin,” proceeds to indicate one fact: 
“Having, therefore, brethren, bold- 
ness to enter into the holiest by the 
blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way which he hath consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is to say, His 
flesh, and having a high priest over 
the House of God, let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience,” and our 
bodies washed with pure water. 











The Methods of Thomas 
Aquinas. 

Judged by the standard of the 

thirteenth century Thomas Aquinas 

His 


Summa Theologica, or at least, the 


was the peer of all scholastics. 


art of it which he completed, is sin- 
rularly devoid of the ridiculous theses 
vhich abound in the works of his im- 
nediate predecessors and contempo- 
aries. He did much to raise the theo- 
ogical level, by excluding the most 
‘bvious childish questions from his 
ext-book of theology. 

He did not attempt to 
cholastic hair-splitting. 


exclude 
He was an 
He divided 
ach theme into a great number of 
arts and each part of a theme into a 
umber of “questions.” 


xpert in this regard. 


His system 
the 
All his treatises are 


s peculiar, and unfamiliar to 
nodern mind. 
uilt on one plan; they are based on 

question. When treating of any 
heme, he begins by asking “An sit?” 
whether it is thus.” The next stage 
gins invariably by the words “‘vide- 
r quod,” “it seems that,” and three 
r four objections or difficulties fol- 
ww; these are usually stated in syllo- 
istic form or in a garbled quotation 
om some ancient writer, and authen- 


c and 


e 


spurious quotations are 


eated alike, the sense of historical 


riticism being altogether unde- 
loped. The objections are fol- 


wed by a short paragraph begin- 
invariably “Sed contra est,” 
ut against this,” 


ing 
is a text of Scrip- 
ire, a quotation from a prominent 
hurch doctor, or a scholastic reason, 

the case may be. This is equiva- 
nt to a statement of the real thesis, 
The 


uestion” is concluded by reference 


d is followed by a brief proof. 


the objections alluded to above. 
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“Ad primum,” “ad secundum,” etc. 
“In regard to the first,” “to the sec- 
ond,” etc., a few words of refutation 
are added, according to the number of 
difficulties presented. 

This is the invariable plan. 

A modernized example will make 


this Thomistic mode of procedure 


clear. Suppose the Roman thesis, 
“Anglican Orders are invalid.” 
Thomas Aquinas would treat this 


question as follows: 
Whether 


Orders are valid? 


Question: Anglican 
I. Videtur, it seems they are valid 

because they are the orders of a 

branch of the universal Church. 

Il. Videtur, it seems they are valid 
because they are conferred by the 
imposition of hands. 

III. Videtur, it seems they are valid 
because the apostolic succession was 
never broken, and the subsequent 
heresies of the Anglican Church do 
not vitiate the orders, as St. Augus- 
tine says “the baptism conferred by 
heretics is valid.”’ 

Sed contra est, but against this, is 
what Leo XIII bull 


saying: 


decided in his 

The validity of orders depends on 
the right intention and on the un- 
broken succession of the episcopacy. 
But in the Anglican Communion both 
are lacking. Therefore they have no 
valid orders. The intention is lacking 
because they deny the essentials of 
orders, the sacrificial character of the 
priesthood. The not 


unbroken, as their bishops were not 


succession is 


consecrated by a bishop in due man- 
ner. 

“Ad primum,” concerning the first 
difficulty, the Anglican Communion 
is no branch of the universal church, 
but a heretical sect. 
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Ad secundum, the imposition of 
hands is of no avail, as the proper in- 
tention is lacking. 

Ad tertium, provided before above. 
(That is, the answer is found in pre- 
ceding part of the article. ) 

This is an example of the mode 
treatise as used by 
Each article of this 


of theological 
Thomas Aquinas. 
sort has been declared the equivalent 
It is a marvel beyond 

takes a 


of a miracle. 
doubt; but it 
grounding in Roman lore to see it as 


thorough 


a miracle. 

The foregoing up-to-date adapta- 
tion of this mode of reasoning will 
help the reader who is not familiar 
the 
theology to 


with standard work of Roman 

idea of its 
P. 5. BD. 

ee ee 

Rome’s Dogmatical Teaching. 
What is the essence of Romanism? 

The © official the 


Roman Church, which give an idea 


form some 


nature, 


declarations of 
of its essence, always refer to two 
things, namely, to faith and morals. 
For example, the Roman Pontiff is 
declared infallible in all matters which 
faith The 
Church is defined the divinely insti- 


relate to and morals. 
tuted society whose object it is to 
teach men what to believe, and how 
Romanism 


is a system of faith and a system of 


to lead an upright life. 


morals, according to its own asser- 
tion. The idea of believing the truth, 
of living according to the dictates of 
morality, and to teach others to do 
the same, is a praiseworthy object; 
but the Church attain 
this object ? 

In this shall consider 
the Roman system of faith. 


does Roman 


sketch we 


Rome offers mankind a gigantic 


system of theology. By the accumu- 


lation of infallible decisions and defi- 
nitions during the past sixteen cen- 
turies, that is, since the date of the 
first general council, it has created 
a doctrinal system which, according 
to its teaching, is infallibly true. As 


time went on, the declarations of the 
Roman Church more and 
more which were 
matters of discussion in one century 


became 
specific; points 
were forever settled in the next cen- 
tury. The authentic decisions cover 
almost every point of knowledge con- 
nected, directly or indirectly, with 
any dogma maintained by the Roman 
Church; they resemble the decisions 
of a supreme court which has spoken 
The 
knowledge of the chief matters thus 
defined takes considerable study and 


on the most divergent themes. 


application; it requires a theological 
course of study which is impossible 
to the layman. This is a point ex- 
pressly admitted by theolo- 
they say that it is impossible, 


Roman 
gians ; 
ordinarily speaking, for the common 
faithful to know all the teachings of 
their Church. They go a step further, 
and say that such a complete knowl- 
edge is not necessary; it would be ad- 
visable, but it is practically impossi- 
ble. This not them 
much, however, for, they say, the 


does bother 
faithful must believe expressly in the 
mystery of the Trinity, in the Incar- 
nation, and in the truth that God is 
This 
suffices, provided that at the same 
time they profess to believe every- 
thing else the Roman Church teaches, 
although they do not know what those 
dogmas may be. It is sufficient for 
them to give a blind assent to every- 
thing Rome has ever defined, and 
this faith is what Almighty God de- 
mands of them, No wonder that 


the rewarder of good works. 













thousands all over the world say: “If 
this be the religion of Christ, | want 
none of it.” 

How has this network of theologi- 
‘al disquisitions arisen? From the 
gradual absorption of different sys- 
tems of philosophy. In the first cen- 
turies of the Christian Church this 
‘orruption of the Word of God was 
gun. Among the converts to the 
yhristian faith were many pagan 
s+hilosophers—men versed in the phil- 
ssophy of the Greeks, especially. 
These called themselves Gnostics, 
hat is, “those who know,” or “the 
vise,” “the knowing.” They ac- 
epted the teachings of Christianity, 
ut interpreted the same according to 
he teachings of the old philosophical 
schools. Their chief doctrine, as far 
is we are concerned, was the asser- 
ion that every fact contained a deep 
nd hidden allegorical meaning. They 
nterpreted every number contained 
n the Bible as symbolic of some 
ecret or mysterious significance. 
Everything was supposed to have a 
vpical meaning, that is, to refer to 
omething not expressed in the plain 
ense of the words. 

This was beyond doubt a corrup- 
ion of the meaning of the Bible. It 
as combated by many of the Fathers 
f the Church, yet it had become such 

fixed habit that even such men as 
t. Augustine were given to the prac- 
‘ec. It génerated among the theo- 
igians the conviction that every text 

the Bible could be legitimately 
rawn out to everything that could 

any show of reasoning be con- 
ected with it. In other words, it 
pened the door to the admission of 
hilosophy into the doctrine of the 


hurch. The progress of this method 


as the creation of that marvelous 
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system of speculative deductions 
comprised at present in the theology 
of the Roman Church. The result 
was the introduction of human inven- 
tions as dogmas of that body. 

The first element of religion, name- 
ly faith, was thus diverted from the 
simple truths of the Gospel to a men- 
tal fabric surpassing anything in that 
line that the world has ever seen, be- 
fore or since. The divine verities of 
the Gospel were hidden under a mass 
of rubbish—the light was placed un- 
der a bushel. It was this which 
caused the revolt of the Reformers in 
the sixteenth century; the reformers 
saw the pure Gospel-light obscured 
in the Church of their fathers. They 
burned with a holy fire to destroy the 
human additions, and the marvel is 
not that they were at times carried 
away by their zeal, but that they 
threw, off as much of the human as 
they did, and yet safeguarded the un- 
derlying divine; if there has not been 
a divine assistance granted to them, 
they could not have succeeded. 

Pa: am 


SO —- 


Rome’s Moral Teaching. 

Rome claims infallibility in all mat- 
ters pertaining to morals, so we have 
the right to expect something extra- 
ordinary in this line. 

In the first place, it lays down a 
system of morals, called moral theol- 
ogy; in the second place it claims to 
possess the absolute monopoly of the 
means of salvation. 

The Roman moral theology is a 
conundrum to the uninitiated; it is 
called moral theology in distinction 
from the dogmatical theology we con- 
sidered in a previous article. The one 
deals with matters of faith, with dog- 
mas, the other with matters of con- 
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duct or morality. A_ fellow-student 
of mine thought he could describe the 
two theologies better by calling the 
one moral theology and the other 
immoral theology; and he was not 
far from the truth. 

The whole system of moral theol- 
ogy is the consideration of every con- 
bad, or indifferent 


ceivable gC »¢ rd, 


action that man can do. The good, 
and so-called indifferent, actions oc- 
cupy the moral theologian very little 
indeed, his chief concern being with 
everything that is filthy in the moral 
world, It is not my object to discuss 
this point at length, for it is a sicken- 
ing subject, and not fit to occupy the 
attention of those who strive to wend 
their way upward. Suffice it to say 
that some parts of it are considered 
so wicked that they are not studied 
until the student has finished his 
whole course of theology; and then, 
in many seminaries, they are studied 
in the chapel with the avowed pur- 
pose of keeping the mind pure. If 
this very action does not condemn 
the whole matter I need only add that 
I would not translate certain parts of 
these theological manuals for any 
consideration; | would consider it a 
the stain of which no subse- 
mine could 


Such is the moral theology by means 


crime 
quent action of efface. 
of which the priest is educated to hear 
To all 
such matters I apply only one test, 
“By their shall 
know them.” Ifa system of religion 


the confessions of Catholics. 


namely, fruits ye 
demands such aids to carry out its 
beneficent work for the salvation of 
mankind, I want-none of it. It stands 
self-condemned, for no good tree can 
bring forth evil fruit. 

The moral theology is only for the 
It is, 


instruction of the priests. as it 


were, the compendium of juridico- 
theological decisions, by the study of 
which the priest is to learn how to 
exercise his powers, as the judge of 
sins, when he hears confession. It is 
the first solution given by the Roman 
Church to the question, How is the 
of the faithful to be 
The second 


moral conduct 
regulated? 
its claim of possessing the sole in- 


solution is 


fallible means of salvation. 

What constitutes salvation? Sal 
vation is not only a matter of eternal 
bliss, it is a matter of present life. It 
the mere 
physical well-being of man, it is an af 


is something beyond 


fair of the soul. It is the sincere re 
turn of the sinner to the bosom oi 
his Father, the acknowledgment oi 
the true 
man. 


between God and 
The Lord is the Good Shep 


herd ever anxious to find the missing 


relation 


sheep, ready to carry it in affectionate 
embrace to the flock; it remains for 
the sinner to respond to the love di 
vine. This is the account the Gospels 
give us of salvation; it is the direct 
working of God; it is divine in its 
simplicity. 

The Roman Church finds this sim 
It is tor 
It leaves no room for priest] 
It deals a death-blovw 
to the distinctive tenets and claims o 
the Roman Church; it finds no plac 


ple divine plan too plain. 
easy. 


intervention. 


in their complicated system of theol 


ogy and church discipline; and thi 
proves its manifest falsehood to th 
Roman mind. 

The Romanist claims as the firs: 
means of salvation, membership in 
his Church. The first question th: 
Judge of men will ask of the soul de 
parting this life, is: 
Catholic?” 


chief question is, 


“Were you 
If so, then th 


“Did you receiy 


Roman 
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the priest’s absolution before depart- 
If this be also 
answered in the affirmative, the invi- 
tation is extended to step behind the 
curtain, where he will find purgatory ; 
he will be told to remain there until 


ing from the earth?” 


his friends on earth have had a suffi- 
cient number of masses said for his 
soul, or until the Virgin Mary shall 
deliver him. If the departing soul 
idmits that during life it dissented 
irom the Roman communion, there is 
1. grave doubt whether it will ever 
be admitted to purgatory; heaven is 
ut of the question, and the chances 
are in favor of hell. 

This is the Roman doctrine which 
teaches that 


outside of the Roman 


Church there is no salvation. Be- 
side the church membership required 
by this dogma, there is another point 
nvolved in it which touches our pres- 
ent question. It is the assertion that 
the Roman sacraments are the only 
means of salvation. It is 


not faith in Christ 


ffective 
which saves the 
sinner, it is his membership in the 
Roman and his use of the 
that Church. 
sacraments are 


Church 
sacraments of These 
wonderful 
like them in the 
world; nothing that could even be 
‘ompared to them in any way. What 
inakes them so wonderful, is not their 


things. 
There is nothing 


outward appearance, nor exactly the 
effect they are said to produce, but 
The 


theologians call it “ex opere operato,” 


the manner in which they work. 


t phrase which it is almost impossible 


The sense of it is, how- 


to translate. 
ver, that if the priest performs the 
prescribed ceremony, pronounces the 
prescribed words, and has the right 
“intention,” the effect is produced 
nfallibly, no matter if he knew what 


he was doing or not. He is simply 


endowed with magic powers, and 
whether he tries to or not, he is sure 
to produce the most astonishing re- 
sults. 

The reception of these sacraments 
is absolutely necessary to attain sal- 
real mechanical 
working out of salvation. To the 
Catholic it quite 
natural, as he has been accustomed to 


vation. This is a 


Roman appears 
it from his infancy; to the Protestant 
it is not always easy to understand, 
as it is so contrary to the personal 
character of salvation clearly taught 
in the Bible. Pe hE 


a _ 


False Romish Views. 
From “Life Power,” by Arthur T. 
Pierson, D.D. 

“The old 


tears 


that 
than 


monkish maxims 


and sighs are better 
smiles and songs, antagonize even 
the teachings of nature. God made 


for man a world full of things 


fitted to make him happy. These ex- 
cessively utilitarian people, if they 
were creating this globe, would make 
it ‘of cast iron—it would savor of lev- 
ity to make it of nothing’—and it 
would be uncouth and uncomfortable 
as a convent cell. It would be cov- 
ered with skies of gray instead of can- 
opied with blue, and carpeted with 
drab rather than the gay and gorge- 
and 
flowers, or the glittering mantle of 


ous robe of summer verdure 
winter's snows. 

“A laugh is not a sin, nor a loud 
laugh a crime, nor a long laugh an 
iniquity to be punished by the judges. 


“Purity is light-hearted ; innocence 


is a gushing fountain sparkling with 


the radiant spray of sniiles. 
“A hypocrite has been defined as 
‘a man who tries to be religious and 


cant with a large preponderance of 





The Converted Catholic. 


cant’; and of all hypocritical cant, 
what is more offensive than the af- 
of sanctimonious sadness! 
Self-crowned with thorns in a cloister 
is as selfish as self-crowned with ivy 


at a revel, and as proud. 


fectation 


“Success comes of order, method, 
concentration, accuracy, promptness, 
diligence and perseverance—the sev- 
en handmaids of industry. 

“In any department of activity no 
Let him 

resolve to 
endowments 


one needs to forfeit success. 


and earnestly 


his 


honestly 
make the most of 
and opportunities, whatever they may 
be; let him upon 


oughness and success is sure. 


determine thor- 
“It is a solemn thing to live. Every 
heroic soul lives a vicarious life. He 
is never forgetful of others, and he 
sacrifices himself for their uplifting. 
His knowledge, culture, refinement, 
his mind, heart, conscience, will, are 
at the disposal of those who need in- 
telligence, sympathy, moral quicken- 
ing and energetic resolve.” D. 
sical ialibilaittetom 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
\ PATHETIC APPEAL, 

Dear Sir: Again I am late in pay- 
ing my subscription. I have been sick 
for two years with consumption, and 
cannot live very much longer; but al- 


though I have nothing except what 


dear friends give me, yet I do not 
want to die owing 
Christ’s Mission. 

I wonder if anyone would listen to 
a call from a dying woman on behali 
of Christ’s 


anything to 


Mission. Friends, can 
that Christ’s Mission is 


doing a work that no other is doing; 


you not see 


and that the beloved pastor is offer- 
ing salvation to those who are perish- 
ing in the midst of plenty? 

Won’t you help him to carry on 


and extend the work of the Mission? 


Good wishes and prayers do not set a 
table nor pay the bill at the grocery. 

Also, friends, do circulate Tie 
CONVERTED CatuHoLic. A Roman 
Catholic after reading a 
copy of it, came to me not long 
ago and said, “I have read this, and 
it is so good, but can I keep it?” 

I try every month to put it into a 
new hand, to be a worker together 
with God. How precious a thought 
that we human beings can have the 
privilege of being co-workers with 
God! 

With every good wish for you and 
your work, yours very truly, 


M. H. 


woman, 


A gentleman writing from Roches 
ter, N. Y., says: “I hope on your visit 
to Europe, that you found the influ- 
ence of the Papal Church on the wane 
in several of the countries where it 
has been so strong in the past. 

I see our papers speak of almost 
a revolution of feeling in France, and 
some prospect of the Roman Catholic 
Church losing its control of the peo 
ple. 

Poor Madagascar! I see it is hav 
ing an experience of the tyranny of 
the priests. I could never understand 
why the British Government per 
mitted such tyrannical treatment of 
the large population of her Protestant 
people and missionaries in that island 
I also see that the influence brought 
to their relief was that of the increas- 
ing power and effort ot the Protes- 
tants of France itself with the Presi- 
dent and Cabinet in Paris. 

If this is so it is very encourag 
ing showing that the Government has 
the courage to protect Protestant in- 


terests both abroad and at home. 
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A YEAR IN ST. MARGARET’S CONVENT. 


ay F. aC. 
CHAPTER NIX. 


“You are going to be a Catholic, too?” inquiringly whispered Madge, 
one day, as she joined Grace. 

“Am 1?” answered Grace, startled by the announcement. “Who told 
you so?” 

“T heard them talking about it.” 

“Who?” 

“Mother Cherubina and Sister Cecile; Sister Cecile says you are une 
honne Catlolique & present,’ laughed Madge, mimicking the French accent of 
the Sister. “She said something about Father Mayhew that I could 
understand, but Mother Cherubina said no, Father James 


not 
was the best per- 
son to teach you the religion, and he would be here soon.” 

“Do you listen to conversation, Madge, which you are not intended 
to hear?” 

“Do 1?” said Madge, opening her eves. “I'd know precious little, if | 
lidn’t. Why, nobody ever tells me anything, and everything is whispered 
here: of course I listen, and I have heard plenty, too.’ 

“But it is wrong and dishonorable: it is better to remain in ignorance 
f our neighbors’ affairs; they do not concern us.” 

“At all events, it concerns me to know that you are going to be a Cath 
olic,” she answered, quite crestfallen. 

“Would you be glad if I were?” 

“O yes, I don’t like you to be a heretic, although | am sure you are a 
great deal better than anybody here; but then, you know, heretics cannot 
to heaven.” 


Grace smiled at the logic. “If I am better than the 


Catholics who 
to heaven, why may I not go as well?” 


ory 
s 


“Because—you are a heretic.” 
“What is a heretic?” 
“T don’t exactly know, but they are not Catholics.” 
“Do you not think your father and mother, who you say, taught you to 
pray, are gone to heaven?” 
“They say they are in Purgatory, and I am to pray them out; and I 
do try, but I cannot be a nun.” 
“Wihy, you have lived with nuns so long, one would not expect you to 
lislike the life so much.” 
“T’ve learned too much,” replied the girl, 
vith a knowing look. 


“Oh, for shame, Madge!” 


“ce 


raising her thumb and finger 


You don’t know; but I must go—there comes the angel—and she will 
ee me.” 


Left alone, Madge’s important communication recurred to Grace. It 
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awakened reflection, and in reviewing the past few months, she realized in 
some degree the danger of her situation. She was past seventeen at this 
time, and the full and dimpled mouth, with the bright curls clustering around 
her blooming face, contrasting with the soft sentimental expression of the 
eyes, gave a charming variety to her countenance, and produced a rare 
picture of youthful loveliness. 

The shadows had lengthened and deepened around her, and still she 
sat, her face resting on her hand, when the bell began to strike for vespers. 
She started up. “And so, I am to be a Roman Catholic, they have decided; 
my little bark is only waiting a skilful pilot to steer it through the breakers 
that bar the entrance to Mother Church. What shall 1 do? I have not the 
cleverness of Marcia, and, after all, what availed her cleverness? Father 
Mayhew seems to have swept her clean of arguments. I don’t hear the 
sound of her voice, and if she could not answer him, what can I say to this 
Father James, who is to be my director? Oh, for some of dear, thoughtful 
Mary's wisdom now! I do not know an answer. I never investigated these 
things—indeed | do not suppose I am capable of doing so. The Bible says, 
God puts words of wisdom in the simple lips, or some such thing, but then 
that means, of martyrs and confessors, and I am neither,” she continued, 
with painful feeling: “so I must not expect to have words given me, but | 
believe—yes, I believe, O Lord, help thou mine unbelief!”—the feeling of help- 


lessness bringing, unconsciously, the words of holy writ to her mind. 


Several false notes in the chants, that evening, procured her a gentle 
reprimand from Sister Cecile, who was proud of her pupil's proficiency, al- 
though it was not at all the result of her instructions; but it gave eclat to 
the Convent music, and to her as a teacher, with those who were not better 
informed. 

Thoroughly roused by Madge’s disclosure from the apathetic delusion 
into which she had fallen, Grace continued anxious and perplexed, but made 
no material change in the disposition of her time. Several days passed, and 
she had come to no satisfactory conclusion, when Father Mayhew entered 
the school attended by a companion, and she heard around her whispers of 
“Father James, Father James!’ She well remembered the name: her heart 
fluttered, and she bent studiously over her book, determined that no act ot 
hers should bring her to his notice. Father Mayhew was to be absent for a 
while, and this priest was to fill his place. The Superior, who accompanied 
them, was speaking of the various classes, as they progressed, pausing oc 
casionally to remark on such things as she wished to press on his attention. 
They now approached, exchanging salutations with Marcia and several others 
who appeared to be already acquainted with the new priest. 

“This is the young lady to whom the music which so ravished you last 
evening, Owes its principal charm,” said Mother Cherubina, taking Grace 
pleasantly by the hand; “Miss Dabney, this is Father James.”’ 

Grace looked up, her face suffused with a crimson blush, and her eyes 
dropped again at the vision. Instead of another Father Mayhew, as she 


had expected, a tall, slightly built man, in the prime of life, but of extremely 
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delicate organization, his pale face relieved only by a faint flush, bent his 
dark eyes upon her. He made some flattering allusion to her singing, in 
response to the remarks of the Superior, and moved on. It was not long, 
however, before accident or design brought them together in circumstances 
more favorable to the task entrusted to him: and had they met otherwise, 
young and inexperienced as Grace was, the interesting invalid might have 
touched a chord of sympathy in her heart; but with the knowledge that he 
had been selected as the person best calculated to induce her to abjure her 
faith, with all the vehemence of womanly feeling, she turned from him with 
ioathing and distrust. 

She had not met Madge for some time—and sitting alone one day, occu- 
pied with a book, the child ran up to her, and betraying an agitation which 
surprised her, threw her arms around her neck. 

“What is the matter?” asked Grace, alarmed at the deep sadness which 
overspread her face. 

“Hush! don’t talk so loud,” cautioned Madge. 

“What is it?” 

“I cannot tell you, the priest said I must not; he said it would be a 
mortal sin, but I don’t believe that. Oh, dear Grace, what shall 1 do?” 

“How can I advise you, when I don’t know what it is?” 

“Oh, but I will tell you—I am sure it is no harm: he says I must not 
talk to you any more; that it is not proper for a Catholic child to put her 
arms around a Protestant and kiss her. There now, I have told you. I 
don’t believe it is any harm, but O, what shall I do? They won't let me come 
to you any more. Sister Cecile told him, I know she did. O dear,” she mut- 
tered, “if I could go away like the other girls!’ looking so sad and desolate 
hat Grace, although somewhat relieved, could have cried in sympathy. 

“Would you like to live with me, Madge, when I go home?” 

“Would 1?” said Madge, in her peculiar style and tone, with a look that 
said, “of all things” 

Seldom indeed, from this time, were the friends able to elude the watch- 
ful eyes of the angels sufficiently to exchange a few words; the rule in the 
Convent never to allow conversation of any length between two girls, being 
strictly enforced in their case. This vigilance was, of course, as Marcia had 
remarked, frequently outwitted by the pupils, but the Sisters were accustomed 


to assume that “where two are, the devil makes the third.” 


CHAPTER XX. 


Vacation was drawing near, and Grace looked forward to it with anxious 


hope to free her from what she now found to be a most uncomfortable posi 


ion. Father James, himself a fine musician, found or made duties which 
iten brought him to the choir, where he was received with the most un 
bounded reverence and admiration by the Sisters; and the quick eye of Grace, 
her suspicions once aroused, often detected efforts on their part to throw 
her in his way. An undefined feeling of dread and dislike made her as de 
terminedly avoid him, but she had already been several times subjected to 
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his flattering discourse and specious reasoning. He had been absent a week, 
when, summoned one day to the Superior’s room, Grace had finished her 
errand, and was about to return to the school, but Mother Cherubina de 
iained her, saying she had had so little opportunity of seeing her of late, that 
she would like her to remain with her awhile. Their conversation was soon 
interrupted by the entrance of Father James. 

“Your mother sends you greeting, Miss Dabney,” he said, extending his 
hand, after exchanging some words with the Mother Superior. 

“My mother! have vou seen her?” 

‘l had that pleasure two days ago, and should have brought you a 
letter, but for the hurry of my visit.” 

“Was my mother well? It has been so long since I had a ictter that 
one would be peculiarly acceptable.” 

“Mrs. Dabney was as well as usual, I think,” said the priest; “she is, | 

ve, like myself, somewhat of an invalid; vet strange to say, time seems to 
make no impresion on her beauty. I should never imagine her the mother 
of so tall a young lady as you.” 

“Did you see my sister?” inquired Grace, quite thrown off her guard. 

“T had not that pleasure. Is she like yourself?” 

“Not at all. Mary is much better and wiser than I am; she is so self-sac 
rificing and discreet.” 

“Thrice happy in having so enthusiastic a eulogist; but I confess myself 
of those to whom the freshness and vivacity of youth are more attractive than 
so much wisdom, which seems becoming to more mature years.” 

“One can think nothing unbecoming in Mary which is hers,” rejoined 
Grace, the love and admiration which had been accumulating in her heart for 
Mary, finding expression on the unexpected occasion; “but pardon me, I was 

urprised into speaking thus of my sister. My love, perhaps, makes me 
partial.” 

“So generous a panegyric needs no apology,” said her companion, 

“but there is one gift in which you must allow that you excel your 
the gift of song; for surely two sisters do not possess so wondrous 
as years.” 

“No,” he answered frankly. “Mary is not so fond of music as I am, 


is her voice so strong.” 


“It may appear as flattery,” he resumed, “but | assure you, and my 


portunities of judging have not been limited, having visited the countries 


ong in Europe in the last year, that I have heard nothing to surpass the 
richness, depth, and pathos of your voice. I think, Miss Dabney, you are 
rceely aware of the power vou possess in it.” 

(grace was accustomed to hear her singing eulogized in high terms, but 
he was not prepared for such praise as this. She looked at the priest, but 
aw in the heightened flush and the earnest dark eves, only a confirmation 
of his words. 

“It seems to me,” he continued, “that to one of your tastes and endow 
ments, the worship of the Church must be peculiarly acceptable. Is thers 
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anything for beauty of holiness, to be compared with those grand old chants 
and canticles, rendered as you and a few others only know how to render 
them, surrounded by all the rich accompaniments of our ancient and catholic 
ritual? I imagine you enjoy these occasions in a manner of which few are 
capable. As I listen to your voice, my soul seems wafted towards heaven, 
znd I almost imagine I see the spirit of her who sends forth such heavenly 
melody ascending to the enjoyment of the beatific vision.” 

He was interrupted by Grace’s sweet, musical laugh. “There is more 
poetry than truth in what you say, I believe. I have enjoyed those songs 
and chants, sometimes I have been almost carried out of myself, but not, I 
lear, towards heaven. I have felt, I am sure, far more of true devotion when 
ffering prayer and praise in the simple forms of my own Church.” 

“Ah, then you were ignorant of a better form, but now, having known 
the grandeaur and beauty of true Church worship, believe me, you will never 
be able to return to the bald and meager details of the Protestant ritual; 
. worship which has neither truth for its foundation nor beauty for its super- 
tructure.” 

“T have,” said Grace, rising as she remembered the priest's mission as 
regarded herself, ‘a little grain of faith, just discovered in my heart; is it not 
wisdom to keep and nourish it, rather than expose it to attacks | have no 
skill to answer?” 

“Certainly,” answered the casuist, thus appealed to; “I would only assist 
vou to direct that faith to its proper object. It would be strange if one so 
vell fitted to enjoy the privileges of the Church, did not find in her ritual 
omething to awaken faith. Truth is powerful.” 

“IT know it, I feel it; and therefore I wish to keep it,” exclaimed the 
rightened girl; “pray do not argue with me, I do not know how to argue, 
nd I should only injure a good cause.” 

“Fear nothing from me,” he replied, soothingly, “my vocation is to 
build up, not to destroy.” 

Grace looked around for the Mother, but she was not there; and feeling 
it liberty, she was about to retire. 

“Stay, Miss Dabney,” urged her companion; “why is it you so studiously 
void a subject in which I am assured you feel an interest, notwithstanding 
our unwillingness to discuss it? With the example of your mother to lead 
ou to the true Church, I feel confident that your love of the holy and 
eautiful will unite with duty in inducing you to lay aside this coyness.” 

“My mother! I do not understand you,” faltered Grace; “what of my 
1other?” 

“Only that she desires her daughter to embrace, with her, that faith 
which until lately both were ignorant, and which both, I am sure, have 
irned to love.” 

“My mother!” again repeated Grace, bewildered, as dim visions of what 

ad been going on at home flitted through her mind, hints of which she 


ight before have gathered, had her senses not been beguiled and her jud 


oO 
a 


ent charmed into a false security. Her own agency in all, now stood out in 
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bold relief, as quick thought surveyed the year. What mischief had her tolly 
wrought! What could she do? She seemed vile in her own eyes. 

“Do not excite yourself, my dear young lady,” said the priest, observing 
her agitation; “it is the most natural thing for your mother to do, and for 
you; it is natural, too, to feel a little startled at the idea, but that is soon 
past, and all will be joy in meeting in the true Church. Accustom yourself to 
the thought.” 

The words of the priest, far from calming Grace, fell like icicles on her 
heart. A horror of great darkness filled her mind: she was unable, if she had 
wished, to ask an explanation of what he had said respecting her mother. 
He continued to speak, but she only comprehended that he expected her to be 
a Catholic. With a violent effort at self-control she left his presence, and 
having no place of retirement, and feeling unfit to return immediately to the 
school-room, she lingered in the hall until she regained her composure. 
Bright Mother of our Maker, hail,’ Miss 
Dabney,” said the pertinacious Jesuit, on another occasion, “with such inimit- 


“You gave that grand hymn, 


able pathos, that | am pained that you have lost the great advantages which 
devotion to our Holy Mother would conter upon you. How beautiful to 
see young girls devoting themselves to her!” 

Grace did not answer. 

“Would it be too much to ask you to recite three aves each day? It 
would be small pains for much profit.” 

“Tam a Protestant, you know, sir,” she said, determined there should be 
io misapprehension in future. 

“Yes, I know you have been called a Protestant, and I ask not faith, but 
simply recitation. Promise me this simple favor,’ he continued, in low, 
persuasive tones. 

“Pray excuse me; I could not promise.” 

“You would esteem this devotion a high privilege, I assure you, were 
ou acquainted with the lives of some of the votaries of the Blessed Virgin. 
lather Ariemna relates most eloquently the history of a fair shepherdess, 
whose greatest delight was to retire to a small mountain chapel dedicated 
to Our Lady, and there pour forth her heart in prayer before her ‘Good 
\lother, incessantly repeating the angelical salutation: Ave Maria, gratia 
plena, ete. Such simple piety and artless love could not pass unrewarded; 
she was favored with a personal visit from the Mother of God.” 

“I do not expect to be favored with such miracles,” said Grace, forget- 
ting her prudence in her annoyance at the continued persecution; and she 
turned away, to the astonishment and indignation of the nuns present, who 
in their unbounded devotion to this as well as to the other priests, seemed 
to feel it an honor to “touch even the hem of their garments.” 

It has been said that the chapel communicated with the Convent by a 
iong corridor: leading from this, was another like passage, which passed 


the school-room, making, where they met, an angle, and just beyond this 


angle was a niche, in which stood a statue of the Virgin, a low bench at her 
feet inviting a prayer from the passers by. 


. 
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It was only a few days after the incident just related, that Grace, coming 
from the choir in great haste, trod upon her shoe string, and happening just 
ac this’ spot, she naturally placed her foot upon the bench and stooped to 
adjust the string. In the act of rising, she suddenly encountered Father 
James, who, at that moment, turned the angle. 

“Do not blush, Miss Dabney,” he said, saluting her, “to be found in a 
pious act. I rejoice to find that, although you would give no promise, you 
have not been unmindful of my suggestions. You could not pursue a more 
profitable devotion.” 

“I was only tying my shoe,” replied Grace, naively; “I hope no harm 
was done,” glancing at the vexed expression of the priest’s face, as he dis- 
covered his mistake. 

“Next week begins the month of Mary—we must be preparing,” said 
Sister Cecile, a few days after, holding up a sheet of music to Grace, who 
iooked at it, the flush on her face deepening as she read. Come, ma chére 
fetite,” resumed the teacher, “we have not much time: let us practice.” 

“Excuse me, if you please.” 

“For what?” 

“T cannot sing that.” 

“What is the matter? It is not difficult—I am sure you know the music, 
and the words, O they are grand: ‘We praise thee, O Mary, as the Mother of 
God: we acknowledge thee to be our Lady. All the earth doth worship thee, 
august daughter of our everlasting Father. To thee all angels cry aloud, 


the heavens and all the powers therein: to thee cherubim and seraphim con- 
tinually do cry, Holy holy, holy art thou, Mary, Mother of God,’ ete. Why 
would you not sing it? You have often sung such hymns to the blessed 


Virgin.” 

“In our Church we use that canticle, but not in worship of the Virgin. 
No, indeed, I cannot sing it.” 

“You do not know what you say, ma chére Grace,” rejoined Sister 
Cecile, irritated, yet striving to be playful, as usual. “You never objected 
before to our hymns, and we cannot give too much honor to the Mother 
of God.”’ 

“I cannot sing that, Sister Cecile,” Grace answered, her distress in- 
creasing as she became the subject of observation to all present, “pray let me 
leave the choir for the short time I shall be here.” 

“Certainly, but Miss Dabney will please remember it was her own 
proposition to join the choir.” 

Grace could remember no such thing, and knew otherwise, but was glad 
to escape without a word, thankful she had been helped through the tempta- 
tion, she scarcely knew how. The near approach of vacation had enabled 
her cheerfully to bear the annoyances to which she had lately been sub- 
jected; but the priest’s intimations respecting her mother had so increased 
her anxiety, that, unpleasant as it was to make the request in a letter that 
he knew would be inspected, she had written home, asking to be sent for— 
but no answer had been received. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


The next week, as Sister Cecile had remarked, commenced the month 
of May. This year the pupils omitted the queening of the Virgin in their en- 
tertainment on the first, but there was to be practiced at the Convent, 
through the.month, “the Devotion for May,” as set forth in “The New 
Month of Mary,” edited and published by the Very Rev. Peter R. Kenrick, 
Bishop of St. Louis, with the recommendation of the Very Rev. Francis P. 
Kenrick, Bp. Arath. and Coadj. of Bp. Philadelphia. 

“The dedication of the month of May to Mary,” the Very Rev. author 
states, “originated in Italy, passed thence into France, and within late years 
has been introduced into the United States and practiced by many of her 
faithful servants.’ As probably few of the readers of this volume have seen 
the work referred to, or witnessed the devotion, the writer will describe its 
routine as practiced at the Convent of ——. 

On the evening before the first day of May, there were assembled in the 
chapel the nuns and such of the pupils as would consent to participate in the 
practice. Before an altar over which was an image of the Virgin, adorned 
with flowers and other decorations, the Litany of the Loretto was said. After 
that came the meditation, consisting of some remarks on a text from Holy 
Scripture, generally misapplied, as ‘““Give me thy heart,” treated as if the 
command came from Mary instead of God; or on a passage from one of the 
apocryphal books. Then was read the narrative of some one especially 
devoted to the worship of Mary, termed the example; a prayer to Mary 
followed; next the practice, as, “Conceive a great devotion to the name of 
Mary, pronounce it devoutly, and ever accompany your invocation of the 
ador: ible name of Jesus with a devout aspiration to Mary, etc.; an aspiration, 
as, “May thy name, O Mother of God, be the last word that escapes my lips, 
ends the devotion, except a hymn to the Virgin, or the recitation of the ‘Litany 
of the Ss icred Heart of Mary, in which occur such expressions as the follow- 
ing: “Heart of Mary, conceived without the stain of sin, pray for us!’ 
“Heart of Mary, illustrious throne of glory! pray,” etc:; with other blasphe- 
mous titles, such as “Refuge of Sinners,” “Sanctuary of the Holy Trinity,” 
“Fleart of Mary, seat of Mercy!” “I salute thee, O Mary, mother of my 
Creator, and hope of Christians! Listen to the prayer of a sinner * * who 
places in thee all his hope of salvation.” “I fear nothing: under the protec- 
tion of so powerful an advocate, what have I to fear from my Saviour!” are 
a few more examples of the idolotrous aspirations contained in this book, 
issued by two Roman Catholic Bishops for the edification of American 
Romanists: and having given a brief specimen of the growing and sacrileg- 
ious devotion to Mary in the Roman Catholic Church, let us consider, for a 
moment, the position she holds in the Protestant mind. 

Blessed indeed among women, as being chosen to be the mother of Him 
who is the Redeemer of the world, vet as the child of fallen Adam, like our- 
selves, subject to sin, and having no claim to heaven, save through the merits 
and atonement of Jesus, her own son “according to the flesh.” In the few 
glimpses of her which the Holy Spirit has opened to our contemplation, we 
see her in the exercise of the loveliest graces of the Christian character: deep 
humility, simple faith, and earnest devotion; and while the Church, in mat- 
ters of faith and salvation, says, as did her Lord, “What have I to do with 
thee, woman?” she vet holds her up as a bright example among the holy 
men and women which the inspired writers have given us for edification. 

The same wisdom which, knowing the idolatrous propensities of the 
human heast, concealed the burial place of Moses, saw good to cut off 
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every pretext which might lead any, sincerely seeking truth, to attribute to 
Mary any portion of that glory which belongs to her Son. our Lord; but 
the Romish apostasy, more stiff-necked than the Jews, finding nothing in 
Holy Scripture to support so foul a heresy, has dared to pervert and garble 
the sacred text, and to incorporate a new dogma in its creed, * preaching 
another gospel, which is not another,” and thus apply to itself the Cenuncia- 
tion of St. Paul. 

A Protestant author has lately written so beautifully and truthfully upon 
this subject, that the writer cannot refrain from citing a page from “The 
Handmaid of the Lord.” 

“He who sees the full development of heresies before they spring, has 
not surely selected without purpose from those three years [the years of our 
Lord’s ministry] of her life, precisely and only those incidents which prove 
that as the mother of Jesus she has no power with God. The only mention 

e have of her during those years, are, when at Cana it is shown that the 
iuthority of the mortal mother, so long and dutifully submitted to. had 
‘eased forever; and when she and his brethren desired to speak with Him. 
He declared that for him there was now another family, bound to Him by 
stronger and more lasting ties than any which he had known at Nazareth. 1] 
suppose most of us have felt something of a chill. in spite of all the explana 
tions of commentators, at those words. “Woman, what have I to do with 
thee?” severing with so keen an edge the ties of years, 

“Does not this undefined chill arise from the want of a fuller appre- 
hension of the tenderness and sacredness of the eternal relationship which 
binds together the Church and the Lord? Mary lost nothing by that transfer : 
blessed as she was in being the mother of her Lord, she was rather blessed 
n being His disciple, in being the ‘handmiaid of the Lord,’ in knowing the 
vill of God and doing it. It was a greater honor to be seated among the 
believing band who waited for the promise of the Father than to be obeyed 
v Jesus, as the child, in the old house at Nazareth. Yet essential and clear 
is this truth is, such is the sacred tenderness of those natural affections 
vherewith God has bound us. that we could scarcely venture to apply it in 
this instance, had not our Lord himself done so with that ‘Rather blessed’ 
Who is my mother and my brethren?’ and even in that last and most precious 
root of affection, in the very dying testament to John, when he said to the 
loved disciple, not, ‘Behold my mother,’ but ‘Behold thy mother, and to 
lary, not mother, but ‘Wi man, behold thy son! ” 


= * * * 


“Blest among women is thy lot: 
But higher meed we vield thee not, 
Nor more than woman's name 
“Nor solemn ‘Hail’ to thee we say, 
Nor prayer to thee for mercy pray, 
Nor hymn of glory raise: 
Nor thine we deem is God's high throne 
Nor thine the birthright of thy Son, 
The Mediator’s praise! 
“Mother of Jesus! parent dear, 
If aught of earthly thou could’st hear, 
If aught of human see. 
What pangs thy humble heart must w ring 
To know thy Saviour, Lord, and King 
Dishonored thus for thee!” 
(To be continued.) 
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